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Tony Mendoza                     ShortCurriculum Vitae                                             
Education
1959-1963. Yale University.  Bachelor of Engineering.


1964-1968. Harvard Graduate School of Design. Master's of Architecture.


1973. Turned full time to photography.

Teaching Position
Professor, Department of Art, The Ohio State University. Fall, 1988--present.


Fellowships/Grants
University Seed Grant, Ohio State University, 2004.


Individual Artist Fellowship-Video, Ohio Arts Council, 1999. 


Cintas Foundation Fellowship-Photography, Institute of International Education, 1995-1996.


Individual Artist Fellowship-Photography, Ohio Arts Council, 1995. 


Individual Artist Fellowship-Creative Writing, Ohio Arts Council, 1995. 


University Seed Grant, Ohio State University, 1991.


Individual Artist Fellowship-Photography, National Endowment for the Arts, 1990.


Individual Artist Fellowship-Photography, Ohio Arts Council, 1990. 


Individual Artist Fellowship-Creative Writing, Ohio Arts Council, 1990. 


Individual Artist Fellowship-Photography, National Endowment for the Arts, 1986.


Guggenheim Photography Fellowship, 1985.


Photography Fellowship, New York Foundation for the Arts, 1985.


Emerging Photography Fellowship, National Endowment for the Arts, 1981.


CAPS Photography Fellowship, New York State, 1981.

Publications: Books 
Flowers, Nazraeli Press, Portland, March 2007. 50 photographs, text by the author.

Ernie: A Photographer's Memoir, (new expanded edition.)  Chronicle Books, San Francisco, (May 2001.) 52 photographs. Text by author. Japanese translation published in 2004.
Cuba: Going Back, University of Texas Press, 1999. 83 photographs, text by the author.


Dog Postcards, Capra Press, Santa Barbara, 1995. 30 photographs.

Text by author.


Ernie's Postcard Book, Capra Press, Santa Barbara, 1989. 


30 photographs. Text by author. 


Stories, Atlantic Monthly Press, New York, 1987. 45 photographs with attached text. Text by author.


Ernie: A Photographer's Memoir, Capra Press, Santa Barbara, 1985. 49 photographs. Text by author.

Selected Review

Excerpts (Books))



People Magazine, January 25, 1993. "One cat picture is worth a thousand meows--at least, if the photographer is Tony Mendoza.  Mendoza practically invented a genre in 1985 with his enduring Ernie: A Photographer's Memoir.  Crawling around a New York City loft for two years in pursuit of a rambunctious black and white cat, Mendoza produced a remarkable study of catness... With a clever narrative written from Ernie's viewpoint, the book never got cloying, or is that clawing?  Ernie proved so popular that Mendoza followed up in 1989 with Ernie's Postcard Book.  But the greatest tribute to the Ernie books is paid by their imitators...



Eric Levin, People Magazine, June 29, 1987. "There are word books and there are photo books, but rarely do the twain combine in anything but a mismatch. A notable exception is Mendoza's mating of paragraphs and photographs to form a series of 45 humorous and surprisingly poignant stepping-stones through his life story...Mendoza's modesty shows in his self-deflating humor, as well as his book's friendly size and price. Don't be deceived. This funny little book is as sophisticated and original as anything you'll find in the bookstore."


Harvard Magazine, November 1987. "A different kind of book is Stories,  by Tony Mendoza, an autobiography of captioned snapshots by a Cuban-American engineer-turned-architect-turned-photographer who has apparently never heard of angst, the tragic dilemma, the primal scream, existential loneliness, or resigned sadness. It is a serene book about a wonderful individual man set firmly within a sense of family and community...We've had Stories on our coffee table for a month. People come in, sit down, idly pick it up--and promptly drop out of the conversation."


The New York Times Book Review, November 22, 1987. "Like all good autobiographers, Mr. Mendoza, a photographer of some renown, has constructed a persona. He's the outsider, a guy who uses his "aw shucks" naiveté and alienation to con people into laughing. He does it by writing short, self-deprecating, seductive sentences, the verbal equivalent of his photographs.


Vogue Magazine, January, 1986.  "There is nothing cute about Tony Mendoza's cats.  They are wonderfully feral. And they are perverse...The result of this toothsome  collaboration--the text reads like a tongue-in-cheek artist model love affair--is Ernie: A Photographer's Memoir  and it's bound to win the respect(if not the affection) of the most hardened ailurophobe.

Selected Exhibitions: Photography/Video


Gallery V, Columbus OH. Flowerscapes. January 2006. (one person.)


My Father's Lunch, screened on Channel 34 in Manhattan, on a Program of artists films organized by Rooftop Films. January 2006. 


Schoolhouse Galleries, Provincetown MA. August-Sept 2005.


Zoellner Gallery, Lehigh University. Viajeros: North American Photographer's Images of Cuba. November, 2005.


California Museum of Photography, Dog Days of Summer, June-Sept. 2004.

Museum of Art, Fort Lauderdale, Cats and Dogs and Other Stories, (one person show) February-June 2004. 


Columbus Museum of Art,  Tony Mendoza, Photographs, Words, 
Video. January-May 2003. A Twenty year retrospective show.



Columbus Museum of Art,  A Thousand Hounds. October-January 
2003. 


Florida International University, Tony Mendoza, (one person) North Miami, Florida, 2001.

La Luz: Contemporary Latino Art in the United States, National Hispanic Cultural Center, Albuquerque, N.M., October, 2000


Latin American Artist-Photographers, Museo del Barrio, New York City. October 2000.


Generation Ñ, New Latino Films and Videos, Guggernheim Museum, New York City, April 2000.

My Father's Lunch, New York Expo for Short Films and Videos. December 1999.

Theater of Memory, Centro Cultural Español, Miami, Florida, 1999. One person.
My Father's Lunch, Los Angeles Latino International Film Festival,  October, 1999. 

Cuba: Going Back, New York Video Festival, Lincoln Center, July 1998.

Lehigh University Art Gallery, Lehigh, PA, 1998. One person.


Recent Work by Fourteen Ohio Photographers, Columbus Museum of Art, Sept-January, 1997.


Once Removed: The Photograph in Contemporary Cuban-American Art, Visual Arts Center, California State University-Fullerton, 1997.


My Father's Lunch, New York Video Festival, Lincoln Center, July 1996.


In Person: Ourselves, Friends & Others, Riffe Gallery, Columbus, 1995.

Vis/Ability: Views from the Interior, Slusser Gallery, University of Michigan School of Art, 1995.

American Voices, FotoFest, International Festival of Photography, Houston, Texas, 1994.


Galeria Nina Menocal, Mexico City, 1994. One person.


Witkin Gallery, New York City, 1994. One person.


Parents, Museum of Contemporary Arts at Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio, 1992.


Pleasures and Terrors of Domestic Comfort, Museum of Modern Art, New York City, 1991. Traveling Exhibit

Cuba-USA: The First Generation, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, 1991.


Words and Images, University of Oregon Museum of Art, Eugene, Oregon, 1990.


Stories, San Francisco Camerawork, San Francisco, CA, 1989. (Four Person.)


Recaption: Recontext, University of Minnesota Art Museum, Minneapolis, MN., 1989. Traveling Exhibit.


Photography and Language, Shepherd Fine Arts Gallery, University of Nevada-Reno, 1989.


Swimmers, Burden Gallery, Aperture Foundation, New York City, 1988. Traveling Exhibit.


Mira: The Canadian Club Hispanic Art Tour, 1988. Traveling Exhibit.


The New Man, New Museum, New York City, 1987.


Humor in Art, Evanston Art Center, Evanston, Illinois, 1987.


A Sense of Humor, San Francisco Camerawork Gallery, San Francisco, 1987.


Group Show, Museo de la Raza, San Diego, CA, 1987.


Group Show, International Center of Photography, mid-town branch, New York City, 1987.


Six Generations of Cuban Artists, Rutgers University Gallery, New Brunswick, NJ, 1987. Traveling Show.


The Animal in Photography, The Photographers' Gallery, London, England, 1986.


Group Show, International Center of Photography, mid-town branch, New York City, 1986.


New Traditions: Thirteen Hispanic Photographers, New York State Museum, Albany, 1986. Traveling Exhibition.


NEA Artists in Florida, University Fine Arts Gallery, Florida State University, Tallahassee, 1986.


New Photography, Museum of Modern Art, New York City, 1985. (Four Person.)


Los Angeles Center for Photographic Studies, Los Angeles,  1985. (Three Person Show.) 

 Collections
Museum of Modern Art, New York City.


Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City.


Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles.


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco.


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.


Fogg Museum, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA.


Columbus Museum of Art, Columbus, OH


Addison Gallery of American Art, Andover, MA.


Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, Ohio.


Fort Lauderdale Museum of Art, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.





Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, Kalamazoo, Michigan.

